Oct. 10.]
Among the ruins of lona.
Far from me, and from my friends, be such frigid philosophy as may conduct us indifferent and unmoved over any ground which has been dignified by wisdom, bravery, or virtue. That man is little to be envied, whose patriotism would not gain force upon the plain of Marathon, or whose piety would not grow warmer among the ruins of lona1!'
Upon hearing that Sir Allan M'Lean was arrived, the inhabitants, who still consider themselves as the people of M'Lean, to whom the island formerly belonged, though the Duke of Argyle has at present possession of it, ran eagerly to him.
We were accommodated this night in a large barn, the island affording no lodging that we should have liked so well. Some good hay was strewed at one end of it, to form a bed for us, upon which we lay with our clothes on ; and we were furnished with blankets from the village1. Each of us had a portmanteau for a pillow. When I awaked in the morning, and looked round me, I could not help smiling at the idea of the chief of the M'Leans, the great English Moralist, and myself, lying thus extended in such a situation.
1  Had our Tour produced nothing else but this sublime passage, the world must have acknowledged that it was not made in vain. The present respectable President of the Royal Society was so much struck on reading it, that lie clasped his hands together, and remained for some time in an attitude of silent admiration.   BOSWELL.   Bos-well again quotes this passage (which is found in Johnson's Works, is. 145), ante, iii. 197.    The President was Sir Joseph Banks.   Johnson says in Rasselas, ch. xi:—' That the supreme being may be more easily propitiated in one place than in another is the dream of idle superstition ; but that some places may operate .upon our own minds in an uncommon manner is an opinion which hourly experience will justify.   He who supposes that his vices may be more successfully combated in Palestine \vill, perhaps, find himself mistaken, yet he may go thither without folly; he who thinks they will be more freely pardoned dishonours at once his reason and religion.'
2  ' Sir Allan went to the headman of the island, whom fame, but fame delights in amplifying, represents as worth no less than fifty pounds.   He was, perhaps, proud 'enough of his guests, but ill prepared for our entertainment; however he soon produced more provision than men not luxurious require.'   Johnson's Works, ix. 146.
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